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Open access – compliance, freedom and responsibility
Open access – a good fit to academic culture but there are tensions
technological	change		
cultural	change	(societal,	academic)	
poli>cal	forces	(i.e.	economics,	but	also	govt	transparency…)
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Researchers are focused on research…
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hMps://www.knaw.nl/en/news/publica>ons/opening-the-book-on-open-access
Researchers are sympathetic but compliance and costs are issues
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“There	has	been	some	concern	raised	by	research	funders	about	the	
quality	of	service	received	from	publishers	in	return	for	Gold	OA	
charges…	These	problems	are	par>cularly	prevalent	amongst	publishers	
oﬀering	a	hybrid	OA	op>on.”	
Can we expose academics to cost-benefit analyses? 
Nature	Communica>ons	-	$5200	
Cell	Press	-	$5000	
Science	Advances	(w.	CC-BY)	-	$4600
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Do	lower	APCs	threaten	the	
quality	of	the	published	paper?
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The Metric Tide
Report of the Independent Review  
of the Role of Metrics in Research 
Assessment and Management
July 2015
Can	openness	(e.g.	
cita>on	distribu>ons)	
change	behaviour?
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HEFCE: linking open access to the REF was genius, but… 
From	April	2016:	To	be	eligible	for	
submission	to	the	post-2014	REF,	authors’	
outputs	must	have	been	deposited	in	an	
ins>tu>onal	or	subject	repository.”
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Poynder’s critique of HEFCE open access policy – and rebuttal
“the	HEFCE	policy	is	problema>c	—	because	the	REF	process	has	liMle	
or	nothing	to	do	with	rewards,	but	a	great	deal	to	do	with	sanc;ons	
and	punishment.	As	such,	the	HEFCE	policy	could	turn	researchers	
away	from	open	access	rather	than	towards	it.		
…the	principles	inherent	to	the	OA	movement	are	those	of	sharing	
and	egalitarianism,	not	eli>sm	and	sanc>ons…“
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Keep	authors	in	the	picture	
Rewards	for	good	behaviour
Don’t forget the carrots – benefits of open access
Tell	researchers	about:	
New	(non-tradi>onal)	audiences	&	scien>sts	
Communica>on	+	Par>cipa>on	=	Public	Trust
Zooniverse
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